/4|
\ ]

v,

e

A monthly publication of The Vintage Motorcycle Club Johannesburg, South

Africa.
Volume 31. No 12. December 2016
CHAl RMANOS MESSAGE:
twas with great sadness that | |l earned of the g

encyclopeadia, Bob Harpin. On Monday evening, 24 October, Bob passed away after an
extended illness. As most of us know, he was the CMC Librarian and endless font of
motorcycling information who also made time to contribute to Kickstart. His passing was

acknowledged in a very fitt i ng Awakeo, hel d at the CMC pre
November, where many friends gathered with his family to remember a dedicated
ent husi ast of our movement wh o, in my opinion,

members who attended this affair to bid Bob farewell.

I have just finished talking to Claude Stander, who is fully engrossed with preparations for
the 104™ running of the international celebration of historic, vintage motorcycling; the 2017
DJ Run. It was disheartening to hear that since the Regs where published, only about 16
entries have been received for the event. Is this the order of the day (or just the mindset of
Adre is nog 6n dago) ?

| sincerely implore all past, present and future DJ participants to make every effort to
promote this principal vintage event and ensure its continuance.

At the beginning of the past week, from Sunday 20th November to 22nd November, the
Cape VMC once again organized and held the Fairest Cape Tour. | heard from an
anonymous informer that Gavin Walton again walked off with the top honours although it
was apparently closely contested. Hopefully, more results will be available before
publication of this newsletter.

As a |l ast reminder before the fast approaching
ARiidre Memoryo on Sunday, 4 December, and | ook f
This wil/l be f ol | owe dendbGocktailhParty éhhMomndayneseniigs12 Ye a r

December from 7 p.m. | look forward to seeing you all then to close out the year and
prepare for biking excitement in 2017.

For absent friends and motorcycling heroes we admire, may the year ahead fulfill you
motorcycling wishes.

Ken



Upcoming Events

Please send any event info or comments to the Chairman, the Editor or any committee
member. Contact details are available on the last page of Kickstart.

Calendar for 2016

December 2016 January 2017
Ride in Memory. Cullinan.
The Lemon Tree?? 08:00
am Founders Hill. 10:00
4 December am Bapsfontein. VVC Club TBA
VMCChairmanés
Christmas Party. Last
VMC Club Night for the
12 December year. VVC Club

February 2017
TBA

From the Treasury

Subscription increase

Unfortunately, due to the sliding value of our currency, it is necessary to review subscriptions from
time to time. While we would like to retain our subscriptions at a constant level for as long as
possible, it is now necessary for an increase. In view of this and due to the pressures experienced
by many pensioners, we have included a discount.

The new fee structure, applicable from 1 July 2017 is as follows:

Joining Fee R50
Full membership R300
Country membership R220

Di scount for over 700 ¢50%
Di scount for over 800 ¢100%
Family membership (no discount applicable) R20

Discounts only apply to members with at least 5 years of continuous membership. If you qualify
now for a discount or will shortly qualify, please send me your ID number or birth date. This
can be done by email to treasurer@vintagemotorcycleclub.co.za or via SMS to 082-650-9880.

Logger Purchase

We have a new batch of loggers in stock for sale to members. Due to an unfavourable exchange
rate, the price has increased.

These will be sold to members either at a subsidised price for first time buyers or at our cost price if
this is a second logger purchase. Prices are:

First time buyers R500.00

Normal price R750.00

Please refer any queries to me at treasurer@vintagemotorcycleclub.co.za
Peter Vlietstra
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AMERICAN DAY JAPANESE
14th February |  CAR andBIKE DAY
l( . f 13 November

@
POMC Clubhouse | @ POMC Ciubhouse

BRITISHDAY CLASSICBIKE DAY

13th March 1174 September

@ @
POMC Clubhouse POMC Clubhouse
: g ub POMC DIAMOND RUN
. ™
POMC50year  thedynamica St PO Oxtraias: |

celebration interested in the preservation of older vehicles Finish The Artof Silver £~

10th Apnl since 1966 Cullinan o

@ POMC Clubhouse

POMC Clubhouse
¢/o Keuning street 8 Fred Davey avenue
Silverton
Info: 082 444 2954

CLASSIC CARS

Vww.pome.co.2a
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Emmi'gffnr::va;me Museum @ POMC Clubhouse @ POMC Clubhouse Track FOR fome

First National Bank

Specidlising in Vintage and Veteran Car Insurance
together with Personal and Business Insurances.

CONTACT DETAILS:

An Authorised Financial Services Provider




Club night 24™ October VMC

By lan Storer

Meeting opened at about 8pm with a short address from the chairman who welcomed 5
representatives from the Witbank Classic Car & Motorcycle club. Dane Fraser the
chair man, has instigated a oO0raid policyo
clubs around the country. Each of the guests introduced themselves including Trevor Fraser
who is very familiar to the DJ and the VVC & VMC.

Apologies received from Les Sim, who apparently is not doing well, Phillip Gordon, John
Alison, Mike Ward and Rob Pattirson-Emms.

Brandon did the raffle, prizes won by Ken Robertson, lan Storer, Dane Fraser.
We had the following first time visitors: Sebastian Hamilton; who is the proprietor of

AEverything Bikeo in Northcliff Corner and

bikes & Reece Miller his father in law to be.
A presentation

now chairman of
development that this bike has; ABS, multi valve cylinder heads, Brembo dual disc brakes,
etc, etc.

His entertaining story included how the new Triumph came about when John Bloor bought
the disused Triumph factory in Coventry on which to build a housing estate which he did,
but he was unaware that he had also bought the rights to the Triumph brand.

When he found this out, he enlisted engineers from around the world and told them to
create a O0New Bvasiaohewed ih uigeta short timk and through continuous
development Triumph now boasts 30 different models with production figures of over 55000
units per year. Triumph Motorcycles (Thailand) Limited employs over 1000 staff to
assemble motorcycles for local and export markets.

An interesting point was that the average age of the Triumph buying fraternity is 45.
Triumph now aim at a much lower age group and their new model line-up of bikes reflect
that.

of the O0OBest South African
Thruxton was given by Mike Davidson of O0Tradit
t he 0 B ussatrumdownRof all thé new éngireeringH e

nt er

i s

Bi k

gav



The Raiding Trophy

Presented by Witbank Classic Motor Club

To take advantage of cross pollination between clubs the Witbank Club Motor Club has
made a proposal to the SAVVA delegates and now to all the Clubs for their input, on
starting an inter Club Contest to win the
It appears that most Clubs are currently suffering from dwindling Membership (or active
Members) to drive the Club. This Trophy is to try and initiate some form of Inter Club
activity, for Members to see what other Clubs do and how they go about it. Not everybody
gets all the other Clubs Newsletters to be able to see what is happening Country wide, and
this is an attempt to try to grow Membership.

It can also be used as an inspiration to get those Club Members that only come once in a
Blue Moon to the Club, as there is new blood coming (Raiding Club) with new stories to tell.

Guidelines for the Trophy

a. This is to try and get Members from one club to visit another Club at either their
Social or their Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly meeting. Officialy organized events do not
count, rallies, outings, tours, hill climbs, races etc.

b. The number to constitute a raid is half your committee plus one but to make it simple
i 5 (Five Club Members) will make up a raiding party of which at least one is
currently serving on your Clubs Committee.

c. You are to notify the Club you are going to raid that you will be doing a raid so that
they can notify you if there are any changes. (Prevent travelling for nothing)

d. Your Raiding slip (Attached) is to be signed off by a Committee member of the Club
Raided. The Committee Members full name, Portfolio and contact details are to be
filled in.

e. One of the points raised after the Meeting was to include distance travelled so that
Clubs that travel a long distance do get some recognition for their efforts, so in light
of this, to assist | make the following suggestion.

1. Every Raid is 5 points

2. Travel over 100Km is an additional point and one extra for every 100km
thereafter measured in one direction only. (EG travelled 253Km = 1 first hundred
plus 1 for the second hundred) Therefore this raid will have 7 points.

f. If an extra five members raid over the initial five an extra point is given (Eg if 11
people go you get your 5 for the raid plus one for being over 10 people = 6 plus your
travel points if any). Therefore for Numbers the maximum is an extra 1 +5 =6

g. This is open to SAVVA Clubs as the Raiding Club and as the Club to be visited as
well.

General

a. The idea is to get Clubs to raid and every Club has an equal chance to win, not
necessarily the Club with the most Members.

b. Witbank Classic Motor Club will administrate the Trophy and the raiding Slips. Scan
and mail or photograph with your phone and SMS after it has been signed by the
Raiding Clubs Committee member.

c. Raiding form: Attached to E mail.

d. Contact Details are as follows:

Dane Fraser ( Dane.Fraser@Goldrushgroup.co.za ) Cell: 082 890 5077 or
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Niculas Mc Carthy ( Niculas.mccarthy@gspunlimited.co.za ) Cell: 082 744 6711
For the administration of the raiding trophy.

“This portion of the bhrain, the

subconscious, convinces a man that

he s, for instance, the best rider
on the road . . ."
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HISTORY OF THE VOC 1 SA SECTION
By Terry Barson

The World Wide VOC was started in 1948 and is ¢
world consisting of 31 sections in the UK, 27 sections outside of the UK and 9 specialised
sections. Approximately 2200 Vi nc e20qshllsexisver e m:
i this is all thanks to the 100% availability of spares.

The South African Section was founded in August 1971 by:
Doug Broadie

Harry Sculley

Ken Lieman

Geoff Hampton Cole

Edith Vos, later to be Mrs Hampton-Cole (Secretary)

= —a —a —a A

The first meeting was held on the 6™ of August 1971 with the first newsletter being sent out
in September of that same year. Meetings were held on the 1% Saturday of each month at
the Halfway House Hotel, fondly remembered for its tranquil tea garden.

In1973abook was printed of current members and a
roughly 36 members and in 1980 a further update was issued showing over 60 members

(although some of these were Vincent owners all were welcome). The book showed 65

Vi n c e nSA §3% Rapids, 10 Shadows, 9 Princes / Knight, 8 Comets, 3 Eglis, 4 Lightning

and 11 engines).

Newsletter No 2 (September 1971) reports that Jo Botha sold a Black Prince for R2,000.00
(valued now in excess of R1million). Sam Gossel (the official Vincent Importers to SA) sold
a Black Prince to Henry Kinnear (in Rhodesia) for R1,000.00 and a Rapide was sold Geoff
Hampton-Cole in Bedford, the Cape Province for R350.00.

The Section remained very active up until the I
1. Several admired members left SA for the UK, Australia and New Zealand, all taking
their machines with them.
2. The value of the Vincent motorcycle started to rise on the world market, causing
many to be sold abroad.

To my knowl edge t her e amnacounBing ¥e omes diddendagvay bye f t i n
collectors who have no interest in the machine or the club (just the money).

With the formation of the Historic Motorcycle Group in 2002 the opportunity was given to
bring some of the Vincent Motorcycles back onto the track. Examples of this being Doug
Broadie on the Black Lightning replica, Henry Kinnear on the 500cc Egli and Terry Barson
on the Norvin.

Probably the last proper outing was done in 2007 when Henry Kinnear planned a trip to
celebrate the 50" Anniversary of t he Cl ub. This was to replic
in 1967 and was attended by Terry Barson on a Rapide, Doug Broadie on a Black Shadow,

Stan Harris on a Black Prince, Thys Pottes on a White Shadow and finally Henry and

Maureen Kinnear on a Black Prince and sidecar combination.



Prominent Vincent owners were Dave Moore, lan Shepheard, Phillip Joseph, Terry Barson,
Henry Kinnear, Stan Harris, Cedric Schonken, Brian Warren, Errol Hunter, Peter Blackwell,
Kevin Robertson, Doug Broadie, Ken Leaman, Ivor Gilson and Geoff Frost.

One of our original members i who is still riding today i is Stan Harris who owns (from his
father Jack) one of the rarest Vincent Lightning engines. It was imported into SA by Jack,
arriving in 1958 and was probably one of the last (if not the last) engines to be built. It was
ordered by someone in Durban to be put into a motorcar but it was cancelled and Jack
snapped it up. Due to ill health Jack did nothing with the motor and it remained in its
packing case when Stan finally opened the case in 2002 Terry Barson took the engine
apart and rebuilt t for him in 2015 (it had been packed in Castrol R which had solidified in
the motor). It was assembled into a rolling chassis and to this day has never been started.
Stan Harris may also be remembered for his desert sled which he started building in the
mi d 80606s, it was not completed until j ust
that Stan could ride it through Africa and attend the VOC World Rally in Italy this year
(2016), all was set to go but at the last minute Stan was refused a Visa to go through

Sudan, thereby ending his dream.
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vINCENT

0 please make an effort and reserve

- 14th September, 1975.

place at the Woods’, s

Vincent's gathered at last meeting. Left to right: Jack and Stan’s Prince, Cedric" i
» . 3 ? 1 % R i
Harry's Prince (fitted with Hornby engine), lan's Rapide and Doug'’s e:S‘;Z‘dew.aplde

ANNUALAGEN ERAL MEETING

This event will take
that date NOW!!

Left to Right : Harry Scully, lan Shepheard, Frank Kennerly, Geoff Hampton-Cole, Dave Moore, Brian Della, Brian Warren,
Terry Barson and Doug Broadie

rece



NOT SO MANY TALL OFF'S
by BILL MELLOR

And so there I am just doing my job serving behind the counter one
Saturday a.m. ' I had just handed this chap, James Pirie by name,
(that's him of Morgan and Model 'A' fame) a can of paint he had Jjust
purchased and he says to me, he says, "You used to be a Don R on
Harleys didn't you?"

"Well," says I, I says, "Matter of fact I was".

"What about joining the Harley Davidson Club", says Jimmy.

"H.D. Club?.", says I, "What's that?"

So Jimmy fills me in on the workings of the said Club.

"What about joining" he says. "Come along. Get yourself a Harley
and start viding them all over again". "And by the way", he says,
"We're off on a ride this Sunday, leaving the Snake Park 08.30, so
come and see us nff." '

I did: And the bug bit.

I duly applied to join the HD Club but befors I had even been to
one meeting I got a call from one Roy Holden. "How would you like
to be a Marshall for an economy run next Sunday?" he Says.

"I would like to", says I. ; '

I remember this was the first .Sunday of November and that year Natal
cxperienced a freak snowfall! The run was from Durban to PMB -
Greytown - Muden - Colenso - PMB and back to Durban. That snow hsd
the bikers really shivering. Whole issues of Sunday papers werec
being stuffed down sleeves, pants legs and jacket fronts. (I might
add that having at that stage no bike, I travelled in a Beetle
cemplete with heater:) The snow was visible on our right side all

the way down from Colenso to PMB, Those riders deserved medals|

That brings me teo the first meeting- I attended, and the speed with
which I was accented as a member, proposed, seconded and co-opted on
to the Committee as minutes secretary, was positively unseemly. They
must have seen me walk through that donr and said to themselves "Herws
COMES Cneé.....one born every day, eh! Ha Ha Hall!" TFourteen years
later I was still on that Committee having beld most positions with
the notable exception of Treasurer. (Couldn' trust me I suppose!l)
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